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Yuri Hirayama, School Director, Principal 
Educator, and Chief Sustainability Officer of 

the Yuri Education Center, leads a transformative 
model of education that places women’s 
empowerment and youth leadership at its core. 
With a strong belief that education can be a 
driving force for global change, she integrates 
sustainability, gender equality, and cultural 
heritage into her programs to nurture conscious, 
future-ready leaders. Her initiatives, including 
“Yuria’s Happy English” provide meaningful 
opportunities for women, particularly mothers, 
to build both language and life skills while 
engaging with global sustainability goals and 
strengthening their sense of community. 

A central element of Yuri’s educational 
approach is the conviction that empowering 
women leads to stronger and more resilient 
communities. Through inclusive learning spaces 
and leadershipfocused projects such as “You 
Lead” and “Waste to Wow!” and intercultural 
discussions on balancing innovation with 
tradition, she supports female learners in 
developing confidence, empathy, and a clear 
sense of purpose. She views the solitude that 
can come with leadership as an opportunity for 
reflection and creative thinking, and encourages 
collaboration across cultures to generate 
impactful, community-based solutions.

Yuri’s leadership is rooted in compassion, 
adaptability, and a commitment to long-
term, global impact. By combining innovative 
teaching methods with cultural awareness and 
sustainability, she fosters an environment where 
women are seen as capable leaders and active 
agents of change. Her vision is to prepare a 
generation of informed, resilient women who 
can lead with integrity, preserve cultural values, 
and contribute meaningfully to building a more 
inclusive and sustainable future.

Biography 

Yuri Hirayama is the Chief Sustainability Officer, 
School Director, and Principal Educator at the Yuri 
Education Center, where she leads programs focused 
on sustainability, education, and empowerment. She 

develops initiatives addressing global issues such as gender equality, 
material repurposing, and cultural heritage. Yuri integrates sustainability 
into the curriculum and organizes events such as “Waste to Wow!” to 
promote SDG 12 on responsible consumption. She emphasizes youth 
empowerment, women’s education, and global collaboration, encouraging 
young leaders through programs like “You Lead.” With a focus on global 
collaboration, empathy, adaptability, and vision, she aims to bridge 
traditional education with real-world challenges.
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